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without submitting it to the Cabinet and getting their au-
thority, and that were I to submit the question to the Cabi-
net I was not sure that they would say that this was too
serious a matter to be dealt with by a verbal engagement
but must be put in writing. As far as their good disposition
towards France was concerned, I should have no hesitation
in submitting such a question to the present Cabinet. Some
of those in the Cabinet who were most attached to peace
were those also who were the best friends of France; but,
though I had no doubt about the good disposition of the
Cabinet, I did think there would be difficulties in putting
such an undertaking in writing. It could not be given un-
conditionally, and it would be difficult to describe the con-
ditions. It amounted, in fact, to this; that, if any change
was made, it must be to change the "Entente" into a defen-
sive alliance. That was a great and formal change, and I
again submitted to M. Cambon as to whether the force of
circumstances bringing England and France together was
not stronger than any assurance in words which could be
given at this moment. I said that it might be that the pres-
sure of circumstances— the activity of Germany, for instance
—might eventually transform the "Entente" into a defensive
alliance between ourselves and France, but I did not think
that the pressure of circumstances was so great as to dem-
onstrate the necessity of such a change yet. I also told him
that, should such a defensive alliance be formed, it was too
serious a matter to be kept secret from Parliament. The
Government could conclude it without the assent of Parlia-
ment, but it would have to be published afterwards. No
British Government could commit the country to such a
serious thing and keep the engagement secret.185
When M. Cambon, in summing up, dwelt upon Grey's
expression of personal opinion that "in the event oLauu
attack by Germany jipmBVajQcej no British
^
could remain neutralGr^was caretul 'IcTpqint out that
"a personal opinion was not a thing upon which, in so seri-
es Grey to Bertie, Jan. 31, 1906; Grey, I, 77-78.

